for the responsible virus. But he soon parts company with most contemporaries who believe that the local invasion of the wall of the alimentary tract is followed by an initial virnmia, for he upholds the older conception that the virus, after gaining entry through the mucosa of the mouth or pharynx, passes centripetally by way of regional nerves, first to local ganglia and thence to the central nervous system. These peripheral ganglia form not only the primary site for the multiplication of the virus, but also the source from which it returns by centrifugal axonal spread to maintain a persistent excretion into the lower alimentary tract. He thus regards the viremia, which is now recognized as a common occurrence in human poliomyelitis, as a relatively late manifestation that results from the passive absorption of virus from the intestines in amounts that exceed the phagocytic defensive powers of the reticulo-endothelial system.
The possibility of transportation of certain toxins and viruses to the brain and spinal cord along the axoplasm of nerve fibres has often been canvassed but never demonstrated.
Indeed, modern studies on the protoplasmic structure of axons have rendered this hypothesis less and less inviting. Dr. Faber has offered no new observations that could provide a basis for reconsidering this possibility, nor has he made any suggestion as to a physiological mechanism by whose operation this hypothetical transportation, rapidly, for long distances and over tortuous routes, could be brought about.
Although in this monograph, Dr. Faber has nailed his colours to the mast with a certain defiance, it should not be supposed that he has done so without a full appreciation of the complexities of the issues raised. During the past twenty years, he and his collaborators in California have undertaken very pertinaciously a long series of carefully conducted experiments in this important field of neuropathology. Even if many readers are unable fully to accept his conclusions, they should be grateful to him for a clear and provocative statement of his position. For this book is, and was probably intended by the author to be, essentially an expression of his personal views by a partisan in an important current controversy. somewhat upset the balance of the book. Much of it is written for the non-medical reader and is well suited for an intelligent layman but the newer work needs a background of
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